
             PRESS RELEASE 2 MARCH 2018 

      

 

WORLD-LEADING ROMA AUTHOR VEIJO BALTZAR CELEBRATES HIS 

ARTISTIC CAREER’S 50-YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

 

Finnish artist, internationally leading Roma author Veijo Baltzar celebrates a 50-year anniversary of 

his artistic career. Baltzar is internationally rewarded artist and cultural fighter on many fronts, who 

has pursued his life’s work for the Roma people through his artistic, cultural and social activity. 

Baltzar’s firstborn novel ”The Burning Road” (Tammi) published in Finland in 1968 was a sensation. 

Since then Baltzar has served as a prominent figure building bridges between cultures. 

Veijo Baltzar has discussed Roma culture and its relationship with the majority culture in more than 

72 literary works including novels, plays, prose collections, librettos and film manuscripts. Baltzar 

has directed numerous plays and has served as a teacher at the Theatre Academy in Helsinki. In 

1976 he established Drom, the first and only professional Roma theatre in the Nordic countries (The 

Theatre Act of the Year prize 1981). Baltzar is also an active visual artist. International exhibition 

“Miranda – the Roma Holocaust”, created by Baltzar, launched its World-Tour last year. It has so far 

been translated to 14 languages and reached 34 million EU-citizens. Exhibition will be opened in 

European Parliament 20 March 2018.  

Veijo Baltzar acts as a chairman of Creative Association for Arts and Culture Drom, established by 

him in 1976. Association participates in organization of the 50-jubilee events. Their launching event 

is a televised jubilee concert at Savoy theatre, Helsinki, on 6 April “To Heaven like a Bird”. The 

concert is a tribute to the 50-year journey of Veijo Baltzar as an artist, who leaped from a wandering 

Gipsy to the world-known Roma writer. Baltzar himself is one of the leading solo singers of the 

concert, accompanied by international Ludvig XIV orchestra. Former Prime Minister of Finland Paavo 

Lipponen will open the jubilee concert and provide an overview on the artistic and cultural-political 

career of Veijo Baltzar. 

Veijo Baltzar’s novel “In love and war” (Tammi, 2008) will be translated and published in Croatia in 

2019 by Sandorf publishing company. Baltzar’s epic novel “Phuro” will be translated and published 

in Slovakia the same year by Trio Publishing. There is also interest towards obtaining translation and 

publishing rights of Baltzar’s novels in Great-Britain, Ukraine                       

and Czech Republic. So far Baltzar’s first novel “The Burning Road” 

has been translated in Swedish (Brännande vägen, 1969) and his 

polemic philosophical work “Towards Experiential Philosophy” in 

English (Kokemuspohjainen filosofia, 2012/2014). 
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See also www.veijobaltzar.fi & www.drom.fi 

”They’re still playing today, tomorrow the Gypsies will leave. 

Patience, girl. I’ll take you to the dance.” -Veijo Baltzar 
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