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Veijo Baltzar’s debut novel, The Burning Road, will be coming to stores this fall. The author’s goal is to 

straighten out the preconceived notions that people tend to have towards the Gypsies.  

 

Gypsy Writer

 

 

 

Gypsies have never had the drive for vagabonding. 

The drive for wandering is the invention of people 

who have never read more than the Bible. They 

remember that Cain killed his brothers, decided 

that the Gypsies would be his descendants and 

somehow that made it acceptable to sentence 

them to eternal exile. The Gypsies are and have 

always been roaming from place to place, forced 

by circumstances. Veijo comes from Suonenjoki 

where he plowed and cultivated his parent’s farm. 

About five years ago he moved to Helsinki, where 

he attended the School of Commerce. For a few 

years now he has been actively addressing 

concerns and questions regarding the Gypsies and 

other minorities via public platforms. Naturally 

calm, the young bachelor from Eira is interested in 

literature, theatre, fitness and travelling. After the 

publication of his first articles, he visited his home 

in Suonenjoki. While there, his father said: “Aha, 

no wonder you were so wild at home. I guess now 

you have found your true self.”  

Baltzar currently works as a regular assistant for an 

afternoon magazine where he writes a short story 

collection. He refuses to spend his time in bars, as 

in his opinion they pose too many restrictions 

concerning clothing.  

− I began to write when I realised that there are 

people, both white and Roma, who have been left 

out, says Baltzar. I wanted my work to be for 

them. 

The Burning Road is a social novel which goes into 

depth on the phases that a Gypsy family goes 

through. The book describes the beginning of a 

journey for a newly married couple and the way 

their basic nature collides with the Finns way of 

thinking in various circumstances.  

 

 

 

− According to Baltzar, the lives of the Roma and 

the issues they face have so far only been 

examined in a few books written solely by 

outsiders. In these books Gypsies are cloaked with 

a blanket of romanticism and treated solely as a 

tourist attraction. Their subordinate position 

within social circles has not been addressed.  

Baltzar has also criticized society’s attempts in 

helping the Gypsies with his writings:  

− Many groups have been working to help the 

Gypsies. Often excitedly but far too frequently in 

the wrong way, unfortunately. The Gypsies are 

rarely listened to, those who run such projects do 

as they please. There has always been an effort to 

control the Gypsies or direct them in a certain 

way. The urge to help is always appreciated, but 

the Gypsies are so independent in nature that 

one’s patronising mentality often doesn’t get one 

very far. The Gypsies must be given the chance to 

choose themselves the direction in which they 

want to go and look for solutions that will get 

them to their desired destination. You should not 

try to force them to conform with any specific 

frame. 

In your opinion, what are the biggest problems 

facing Gypsies living in Finland at this current 

time?  

− The Gypsy people need houses, but from the 

perspective of Finland the big challenge is the 

Gypsy children growing up without education. It is 

easy to get around the law of compulsory 

education, since many municipalities are trying to 

circumvent it themselves.   

 



In what ways?  

− For example, saying: You are travelling, your 

children wouldn’t be able to stay in school anyway. 

We cannot afford to waste resources on educating 

your children. I know a lot of cases where certain 

municipalities have not wanted to risk their funds.  

− I think a big part of the reason why truancy is 

such a large problem is poor housing conditions. 

Saying that the Gypsies are descendants of Cain 

gives the authorities a sense of satisfaction, after 

which they feel freed from their duty.  

− The favourable living conditions of Helsinki has 

caused a lot of Gypsies to start relocating there. 

This proves that efforts are being made to ensure 

progress. However, the City Council of Helsinki has 

sought to put a stop to the flow of Gypsies into the 

capital, as seen with the Committee of the City 

Council regarding the Roma issue of 1960.  

What are the differences between rural and urban 

Gypsies? 

− There are hardly any differences. The Gypsies in 

the countryside are perhaps more civilised than 

those living in the city. Their culture has been 

preserved and kept more authentic and pure 

there. In the city there has been an introduction of 

street culture. 

Do the issues relating to the Finnish Roma differ to 

those from other Nordic countries? 

− First of all, I would like to say that the Gypsies of 

Finland are the most civilised of all Gypsies. Their 

culture is the richest and their language has been 

preserved in one of the purest forms. The remote 

location of Finland has influenced this. In other 

Nordic countries, such as Sweden for example, 

society has drawn attention to the Roma people 

and their problems.  

Is the improvement of the Gypsies in Sweden a 

result of their own actions or from the outside? 

− I think for the most part it is due to wealthy 

Sweden.  

As far as I know, the Gypsies have a rich cultural 

heritage. My guess is that efforts haven’t been 

made to study them aside from some private 

individuals or organisations?  

− Perhaps the Finns consider it worthless and they 

just haven’t woken up to see its value. I don’t 

know if it’s selfishness or what but in any case, the 

Finns should wake up and realise that when there 

are Swedes, Jews, the Sámi and Gypsies in Finland, 

there will be potential for the enrichment of 

Finnish culture.  

In your opinion, why is the Liberal People’s Party 

the best party to address the Gypsy people’s 

affairs? 

− In that party everyone is free to express their 

own opinions and act independently. Left-wing 

parties operate on too tight a basis and far too 

schematically. I like the idea of having 

independence.  

− Any potential for the improvement in the status 

of the Roma people can only be implemented 

through the actions of the Gypsies themselves. As 

a result of the Gypsies’ own activity. The Roma 

should be represented in as many institutions as 

possible. I would hope that we would give help to 

those who need it, regardless of their ethnicity. 


