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Objective novel about the Gypsy conditions  
– By Anneli Mäkelä – 

 

Veijo Baltzar’s book, The Burning Road, is not just a debut for himself but for the entirety of Gypsy literature 

in Finland. The book has a documentative aspect for all who want to familiarise themselves with the 

conditions the Gypsies live in. A lot of it may seem unlikely to the uninformed but my experiences that 

revolve around the race issue here in Finland are confirmed as true in the book. Those who claim that the 

Gypsies wander around and have no want for anything else will be strongly proven otherwise

 

”We tried to explain that our blood is not more 

immodest and thick with the need to roam than 

anyone else’s. Not even our blood is so powerful 

that we can build a home upon the snow and live 

without eating.” 

One of the books largest merits is that it is 

honourable: page after page shook me as I peeked 

through the lens of the author and his people at 

the “white”, even in situations where 

aggressiveness could be a hard temptation to fight.  

The burning passage  

The book consists of two parts: the first is a story 

of Viktor and Rosita’s wandering on “the burning 

road”. It also details the vagabonding lifestyle of all 

Gypsy people. Delightful is the story of how Viktor 

robs his future wife, their relationship is described 

gently and simply. There is not a boring second, 

but it also feels like the events in the novel could 

have been used for a series had the author saved 

some of the material for the future. 

He conjures up one strange and colourful event 

after another, moving from one suggestive image 

to the next. The books construction begins to 

suffer as a result, especially since the transitions 

are vague. 

It is also with these transitions that one notices the 

language: A strange blend of archaic Finnish and 

common jargon. Although I am aware that the 

Finnish Gypsies speech consists of such a blend 

and despite the fact that for the most  

 

part the contrast in the author’s language 

enriches, it also sometimes seems sought out or 

lacking nuance. 

The second part consists of a vision of the future. 

For me this constitutes as an anticlimax. The 

author writes of situations that are unfamiliar to 

him, the language becomes artificial and genuine 

honesty seems to disappear from the work. In the 

first part Viktor says that he is glad his tribe is not 

affected by the “whites*” hunt for social status 

and fear of being separate from the crowd, yet in 

the vision of the future Viktor attains the highest 

status one can think of - a doctor who lives in a 

mansion and is admired by all.  

Tangible fact  

”Is it a crime to be white? No, because there are 

more of them. Is it a crime to be a Gypsy? Only 

because they are so few.” 

Unfortunately this is an obvious fact here in 

Finland. The Burning Road could have a positive 

effect in obliterating old prejudices. It gives an 

objective interpretation of not only why some of 

our prejudices can be correct, but also how wrong 

it is to generalise. The suggestion to stop hating 

based on race alone is directed at both us and the 

Gypsies. We should make amends for the 

hundreds of years of injustice before expecting the 

Gypsies to trust us.  

Veijo Baltzar – The Burning Road, Tammi 

Publishing. 



*In the Finnish language the traditional word 

for the Roma/Gypsy has been mustalainen. In 

this context the word valkolainen has been 

created as an opposite comparative. While 

talking about the Gypsies within Finnish 

society there is often a reference made to the 

white (valkolainen) and dark 

(tumma/mustalainen). This is a means of 

talking about the different nationalities within 

Finnish society and is not meant as a “white vs 

dark” way. 


