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What it Really is to be a Gypsy 

 

Talking about Gypsies – The speaker often does not really know what a Gypsy is. It is known that he is dark-

skinned and otherwise different from the Finns, however, I would now like to express my thoughts on what 

it is to be a Gypsy, specifically in Finland. This is how Veijo Baltzar, a 25-year-old Gypsy, who does not live a 

vagabond life and has attended primary school, says he himself has not suffered in any way from his tribe. 

 

 

 

Some writings say, “Gypsies are polite”. In my 

opinion, this means that we are considered one of 

the primitive groups who may have learned 

politeness. Others have not showed any interest in 

us or getting acquainted with such things, 

however, we have our own culture and our own 

morality. Morality, amongst other things, involves 

the way we dress. In the case of a woman, this 

means that she should not show her legs above 

her ankles. Nor should we appear naked to our 

parents, or older people in general. In the 

mornings we must not touch anything – especially 

food utensils – before we have washed our hands. 

These are just a few of our ways.  

Gypsies are often considered to be criminals. I 

would like to hear good arguments for such claims. 

In my opinion, criminals are the perpetrators of 

violence, murder, arsonist etc. Did you ever hear 

that the Gypsies were guilty of such acts? If a 

Gypsy commits a criminal act, the entire tribe 

suffers. The petty theft that Gypsies commit is 

always considered a big deal. Likewise, there is 

always talk of Gypsy fights, which is by no means 

murder.  

On the left, Veijo Baltzar speaks of torturous 

truths. Although he himself belongs to the Gypsy 

tribe (and does not consider this designation to 

be an offense), he does not speak for himself 

since he is a part of society, studying and is 

making plans towards his future. He speaks for 

the entirety of his people.  

 

 

 

So therefore, criminal race is not a part of the 

question but rather our colour and status as a 

national minority, a group of people struggling to 

escape the circumstances we are in.  

The Gypsies rarely face ruin, which I think shows 

our intelligence, pride and posture. It is true that 

this intelligence has not had much of a chance to 

develop due to the Gypsies having no chance to 

learn. It is a big step forward that society offers 

free schooling for all children. Unfortunately, the 

Gypsy children rarely can take advantage of this 

opportunity. Not even they are so resilient that 

they could go to school without housing and food. 

The first thing that needs to be in order is housing 

and living possibilities, then we can start a 

conversation about other issues.  

But we are not asked about any of these things, in 

fact usually our wishes aren’t considered at all. The 

resolutions to the Gypsy people’s problems is 

decided in circles where Gypsies have no say. I 

think the Gypsies should be heard before any 

resolutions are decided. We all know that the Jews 

in Finland, for example, have adapted well to 

society.  

On the right: Gypsy practitioners are practically 

absent from the obligation to study, and yet are 

mandated to attend military service. The army 

could mark a difficult change in life of an under 

educated Roma boy, a boy who has only lived 

alone with his family. Thus, says the writer, who 

has not had trouble in the army.  



− And they too have been hated and discriminated 

against. But today they are well treated and 

respected because they have money.  

Is it that only those with money are honoured in 

this world? Is money a yardstick for civilisation?  

I believe that if the Gypsies were wealthy, things 

would be not at all like they are now. We would be 

held with respect and welcomed everywhere. 

Would it be fair to say that the question is just 

about money and not about some big race issue?  

We Gypsies need a lot, but what is given to us? 

My answer: nothing.  

In Finnish society, education is a daily necessity. 

Society’s future almost depends on it. For us 

Gypsies, elementary school is not at all mandatory, 

the law of compulsory education does not apply to 

us. Why not? Because it would be costly.  

If a Gypsy family somehow manages to afford a 

cottage to live in, they may have ten children 

under the age of fifteen. Parents are trying to 

support their children, even though the Gypsies do 

not care much for their jobs. No one watches to 

make sure the children in this family are schooled. 

The same is true if the Gypsy children go to school 

irregularly. No one pays attention. It is often 

thought and said, “he is just a little Gypsy”. Many 

Gypsy children must go to school in such poor 

condition that it is no wonder they stop all 

schooling. If hunger burns, it is not easy to read 

the homework in a small cottage with ten, maybe 

even fifteen people.  

Those who have housing are still better than us. 

Even today there are numerous children who 

stand in the in the frost looking for a place to stay. 

For them going to school is but a distant dream.  

Gypsies have a choice regarding whether they 

want to go to school. But the army? Think again.  

I think this is a flaw. When a Gypsy boy who may 

not able to read nor write is deprived of his family 

in the army, it’s no wonder that issues arise when 

ending up in such circumstances. When a boy who 

has spent his entire life with his family is then 

forced into a group of strangers, under the strict 

regulations of the army, he sees this as the 

depravation of liberty, especially when he 

considers it his duty to take care of the livelihood 

of his family. The Gypsy has very strong family ties. 

There are a lot of cases where the war crimes of a 

Gypsy boy have lasted for many years as a round 

of army, prison, army, prison… Then he is a so-

called criminal. As a Gypsy, I cannot understand 

why we do not have a duty to study, yet we have a 

duty to serve in the military.  

When a Gypsy can’t find employment, they may be 

forced to sell liquor as a means of income, but the 

Finns have also conquered these markets – the 

Gypsies don’t have much to say about it.  

Who is then responsible if we become criminals?  

No one – we are Gypsies. 

 


