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Rise From the Night of Oppression 

 

 

 

Veijo Baltzar: The Burning Road.  

Novel. 198 pages.  

Tammi Publishing, 1968. 

I will speak on behalf of the Gypsies, since all smart 

and intellectual Finns do. The Gypsies are only 

opposed and discriminated against by the short 

Finnish Mongol-derelicts* who have not rid 

themselves of their round-nosed/narrow-

eyed/oddly-formed-leg complex.  

I am delighted that the publisher has engaged with 

Veijo Baltzar. In terms of racial discrimination: if 

Baltzar had been white, The Burning Road would 

not have exceeded the threshold for publication. 

The back cover of The Burning Road describes 

itself as a unique historical novel that it is a 

nonchalant insight into the Gypsy community. Like 

all readers, I started from the back cover and 

ended up with the opposite opinion: The Burning 

Road shirks away from any expression of 

aggression. The points that make up the book 

could have been used to hit the entirety of our 

society and the Finno-Urgic family into being more 

flat-footed. Baltzar has been merciful.  

The problem is, what do I use as a measure of 

criticism? Academic aesthetics and literary theory, 

or documentary accuracy and race? I’m sorry that I 

am so fond of academic benchmarks.  

1) The themes are escape, conflict and racial 

discrimination. Racial discrimination is an 

essential issue smouldering on The 

Burning Road, along with love in the 

phrase-like sense.  

2) Method. The Burning Road is a two-piece 

novel. The first part is a flashback, 

followed by crisis, war-time and the 

military. The peak of its functionality is 

here. What follows is an exile that in turn 

refers to (a daydream?) part II and its 

events: Prison time and a fast social rise. 

The prison time means a profound change 

in the main character’s awareness and 

life. The novel ends with a poem.  

Baltzar uses the first person. The second part is set 

in the future. The Burning Road’s naive style is 

justified as it particularly emphasizes the 

protagonist’s closeness with nature. If the second 

part is a lived thing of the past, the narrator’s 

authority collapses helplessly (after all, he’s a 

doctor), and The Burning Road is lowered to a level 

of practice.  

In fact, the use of time has ruined The Burning 

Road. Time is handled too loosely. Baltzar literally 

wades, tries to move forward and shortens the 

text at the same time as if he wants to get 198 

pages out of a grocery list, which then goes 

untreated. In my opinion, Baltzar uses time 

inconsistently.  

3) Style. The Burning Road and its style is 

different from the current standards of 

publishers, perhaps even readers. Baltzar 

avoids vulgar language and often speaks 

in phrases: the lines used are not 

colloquial. Even though the naivety of 

style can emphasize the nature of a Gypsy 

boy,  it can also be seen as immature. One 

thing is for sure: Baltzar has succeeded in 

creating a well-behaved boy with only the 

power of style, so no white man can 

blame his indecency.   

But the documentary that is The Burning Road is 

unique. The fact that Baltzar is a Gypsy gives The 



Burning Road a much greater weight than similar 

novels written by white people. The social rise of 

the protagonist of The Burning Road alone reflects 

Baltzar’s efforts to join this society and gain 

recognition as a human being, as he emphasises in 

his novel many times. Unfortunately, it appears so 

that our society does not recognise and pay 

attention to humans and humanity in general, so 

enterprises remain just that.  

The white* and dark norms therefore differ a great 

deal. Based on this fact alone, it is no wonder that 

conflicts arise. The majority, of course, domineers 

the minority as much as they can. What a 

miserable hell of a world for the minorities. Baltzar 

has noticed that repetition is the mother of all 

learning. The police force also seems to have 

observed this. Frequent beatings with the baton 

and other mistreatment, with the impartial one 

always being wrong. Racism has begun to flourish 

in the United States, where it is said that our 

emigrants appear to be the most passionate race-

discriminators. If we Finns were a nation of 30-

million, as pondered by Hietanen in his The 

Unknown Soldier, the ideology of a superior nation 

and its related ambitions would have been born 

among us without the help of German 

contribution. By domineering the Gypsies, we 

compensate for our own inferiority towards our 

neighbours, but the oppressed will rise up and the 

revenge will be great.  

Jalko Heikkinen 

*The term Mongol-derelict refers to the ideology at 

the time that the Finns were descendants of the 

Mongols.  

*In the Finnish language the traditional word 

for the Roma/Gypsy has been mustalainen. In 

this context the word valkolainen has been 

created as an opposite comparative. While 

talking about the Gypsies within Finnish 

society there is often a reference made to the 

white (valkolainen) and dark 

(tumma/mustalainen). This is a means of 

talking about the different nationalities within 

Finnish society and is not meant as a “white vs 

dark” way. 


