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Gypsies Should Preserve Their Culture 
The Gypsy Conference Begins 

 

 

 

- The Gypsy people should not be completely 

compared to their host nation. They should 

be allowed to retain their own habits and 

culture, said writer Veijo Baltzar, who was 

speaking at the International Gypsy 

Conference that began on Thursday in 

Kalliola, Helsinki 

The Roma Conference has been held in 

multiple countries world-wide. The last 

International Roma Conference was held in 

Finland in 1955.  

According to Baltzar, the self-confidence of 

the entirety of the Gypsy people will be 

weakened if they are forced to give up their 

culture all together. – I think it is imperative 

for the country to be home to multiple 

nationalities so that they are able to enrich 

each other’s cultures. He also mentioned that 

the Gypsies have been researched enough. It 

is time to stop the research and instead take 

action, says Baltzar. For example: finding a 

solution to the current lack of education 

among Gypsy children.  

He also made note of the positive attention 

that has been directed towards the Gypsy 

people as of late. The ideology that the 

Gypsies are descendants of Cain has been 

abandoned; that the need to wander pumps 

through their veins and that they are thieves. 

- It is now known that the Gypsy people are a 

minority that have been forced to endure a 

strenuous, irregular life at the mercy of 

whatever circumstances are thrown their way, 

says Baltzar.  

 

 

 

The Gypsy Conference was welcomed by 

Minister J.E. Partanen. He stated that he was 

pleased that the social, cultural and economic 

problems of the Gypsies were at the heart of 

the conference’s interests. The Minister of 

Social Affairs also stated that the Roma 

population should also be treated as equally 

as other groups that make up the Finnish 

population and be allowed to part-take in the 

country’s common affairs.  

The church offered it’s greetings to the 

conference via Bishop Aarre Lauha.  

On the first day of the four-day conference, 

Professor Raino Vehmas presented the Gypsy 

people as a sociological phenomenon in 

Finland. The second presentation was held by 

Jan Kus from Poland.  


