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From elementary school to his kindred and 

their voyages in northern Finland. He 

particularly remembers the bitter winter, 

when the voyage went through the less-

populated  communities in the Kuusamo 

region.  

How endless the way through the forests 

appeared! The dry snow crunched beneath 

him. It was extremely cold and a long way 

between farms.  

For a small Gypsy boy it was still somewhat of 

an adventure, says Veijo Baltzar, now 26 and 

living in Helsinki. He is the first author of the 

five thousand Gypsies in Finland. 

- It was a large Gypsy caravan with many 

horses, he says. The men swapped horses in 

the villages, the women told fortunes. It was 

hustle and bustle. So I dropped school that 

winter.  

It was only as an adult that I first began to 

think through everything. The depth of the 

misery that characterises the Gypsies’ 

existence within Finnish society suddenly 

became clear to me. Shortly after this 

realisation I began to write. 

The first edition of Baltzar’s debut novel was 

released via Tammi Publishing before 

Christmas. It didn’t take long for it to sell out. 

The critics found the book as anxious as an 

alarm clock – for the first time it was a Gypsy 

from within the circle who was talking about 

how they themselves perceive their situation. 

However, that is not to say there haven’t also 

been complaints about literary shortcomings 

in the book. 

 

 

 

Now Söderström’s publishing house is 

considering publishing the book in Swedish 

this autumn.  

Veijo Baltzar was born in the Kuopio area. For 

a year and a half he worked in a department 

store in Stockholm, but found he was 

unhappy with routine-work. Life became so 

impersonal and monotonous: just work and 

sleep. Of course there were also language 

barriers.  

Now he is a full-time author.  

As an adult 

He has not noticed that he has been subjected 

to any discrimination resulting from him being 

a Gypsy. He himself thinks that it depends on 

how he tries to adjust to society. He does it 

without disowning his origin.   

The youth have an easier time adjusting. It is 

often hard for the older Gypsies to release 

themselves from all traditional customs, 

norms and distinctive moral rules. One also 

cannot forget the social pressure – prejudices, 

suspiciousness and closed barriers.  

The Gypsies find most understanding amongst 

intellectuals. Baltzar thinks it’s worse to be 

amongst typical folk.  

In march he will take part as an observer in 

the Nordic Liberal Youth Union’s meeting in 

Stockholm. He hopes to meet with colleague 

Katarina Taikon, who he has heard so much 

about.  


