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Veijo Baltzar:  

A Message From a Young Gypsy 

 

Veijo Baltzar was born on the 09.06.1942 in Suonenjoki. He moved to Helsinki five years ago. Two years 

before that he resided in Sweden. Between the years 1967-68 he attended classes at the Helsinki Evening 

School and currently works as Nya Pressen’s journalist. He has written his first book, titled The Burning 

Road, which will be published this November by Tammi Publishing. Söderström Publishing will be taking 

care of publishing the book into Swedish, planning for its release sometime early next year. The book tells 

the story of a Gypsy family and goes into depth about the difficulties they face within society. Veijo Baltzar 

was also standing as a candidate for the Liberal People’s Party in the municipal elections this Autumn.  

 

 

 

Recently us Gypsies have been having somewhat 

of a breakthrough. It can be seen everywhere. For 

example: the fact there are now Gypsies who are 

interested in their own well-being as well as other 

matters. In the past it was considered normal for 

us to stand on the sidelines and not bother 

ourselves with being interested in anything. That is 

not to say that there haven’t been instances in 

which the Gypsy people have tried to educate 

themselves, perhaps a hundred years ago or so. 

However, due to a lack of support they fell back 

into their own milieu and developed an even 

higher sensitivity to everything. And now again, 

the moment has come where the Gypsies are 

trying to join the society around them. Of course 

we all hope that the Gypsies will have the 

opportunity to be a productive part of the 

population. As a thank you, I can say to the 

majority that they have really tried to help us as of 

late. Apparently this desire to help has been due to 

the fact that people have become aware that the 

question is not a racial issue but rather a 

humanistic one. An issue concerning people who 

are stuck on the poverty line without a chance to 

raise themselves up without help from the outside. 

At the same time it should be noted that this is an 

issue that involves the entirety of Finland. I am 

aware that there are many other people as well 

who need help and we should strive to ensure that 

none of those who do are left behind. A life in 

which one only eats every second day and lives in  

 

 

 

grief is not a proper life. I do not think it makes 

sense to make this an issue that revolves around 

skin colour when every person needs to have 

access to food and a roof over their head in order 

to stay alive.  

It doesn’t help anyone to just bark at a race, 

everyone knows that barking like a dog does not 

help anyone, and it would stop coming from both 

sides once those who need it attain enough 

civilisation. I think education is an important word 

that has a strong impact. People say that those 

who are poor are uncivilised (note: not everyone 

holds this mentality). Why aren’t Gypsies civilized? 

Is it because they do not behave in a civilised way? 

But who would expect these people, who don’t 

even have bread, to attend theatre plays, operas, 

spend their entire lives reading newspapers and 

doing all that which gives one the label ’civilised’.  

Obviously, if a man spends his entire day being 

pre-occupied with whether he will be able to get 

bread at the very least, we cannot demand 

anything else from him. It’s time we learned this.   

Why do you think so much attention is paid to the 

clothes of Gypsy women? I have been asked this 

many times and even my own words have been 

twisted. Now that I am putting effort into saying it 

clearly, I sincerely hope it will be understood now. 

First, I tell you that it is not my concern how 

people dress, and I don’t want to undress anyone, 

but I admit that… 

*Full article is missing* 


