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Veijo Baltzar, 25, (pictured) is currently home in Suonenjoki. He has nine siblings. The family is permanently 

situated, and the children have gone through primary education. For the last five years Veijo Baltzar has 

lived in Helsinki, during which he has graduated as a friseur, worked in a well-known women’s hair salon, 

and studied business during the evenings. His first novel will debut this autumn, after which he plans to 

stand in the local election.  

During one winter Veijo Baltzar wandered through Finland with other Gypsies to experience the wandering 

lifestyle.  

In his NP article, Veijo Baltzar goes through our most common prejudices held against the Gypsies. He points 

out how unfair it is to demand so much of the Gypsies when they don’t have stable work nor homes. He has 

travelled through the country, witnessing the orphaned Gypsy children who are not put through school and 

how the “common folk” don’t understand that Gypsies do not need to integrate into the community just for 

everyone else’s sake. 

The level of care that Finland has invested in the Gypsies is less than stellar. There is still a lot of work that 

needs to be done and above all else there needs to be a huge change in the attitude towards people of 

different colour. Under the next few years there is going to be an influx of people with “foreign” skin colours 

arriving in Finland as tourists and migrants. How tolerant are we Finns in general? That question is going to 

repeatedly be put on the table from now on. What is most important now is the basic reconsideration of our 

most common prejudices. 

 

No – The Gypsies have not gotten Help 

 

 

 

In general, all minorities suffer more and bargain 

with their rights. Why? 

What is the determining power that places some 

in a better situation? It is often the case that one 

typically searches for faults amongst the minority, 

yet rarely is the same done with the majority. 

It stereotype is that Gypsies don’t stick to the 

status quo, that their priorities consist of roaming 

and such. Naturally, folk who say such things have 

little knowledge of what they are talking about. 

Have these prosecutors even once spoken with a 

Gypsy?  

For those who don’t know anything about the 

Gypsies and their actual background, I’ll provide a 

small example. 

 

 

 

Nine children 

A few weeks ago, I visited two large Gypsy families 

from a small inland town. The first family I met 

with had nine children. 

The father didn’t have any work. Finding 

employment in general is a challenge for the town 

residents, let alone the Gypsies. The mother 

makes hand crafts in exchange for board, it’s not 

hard to understand they don’t have it easy. They 

didn’t have anything that those in civilised society 

do.  

Regarding well-being statistics, we are considered 

to be in a good position. Despite having virtually 

nothing, the parents have tried to keep their 

children in school.  

 

 



Good in school 

The eldest of the children has already been given 

no choice but to stop his education, if no one helps 

them the rest of the children will follow suit. 

One of the family’s children has been doing well in 

school, despite not having a place to study, 

struggling to deal with persistent hunger and 

difficulty with his homework. 

He applied to a senior high school but was missing 

three points from his overall grade. Naturally, he 

wasn’t accepted (I spoke with this student and he 

thought that he hadn’t been accepted due to one 

point not being approved, despite his score).   

Disappointed 

The young man was extremely disappointed, and, 

on my request, he promised to try again this 

autumn. He is done with his schooling if his next 

attempt fails.   

In my opinion this issue no longer revolves solely 

around the Gypsies. Is it not bad for the entirety of 

society if this boy is forced to stop his schooling? I 

am certain that if he got the help he needs, he 

would be able to do his homework in peace and he 

would come to meet the grade requirement 

without an issue. 

I asked him if he had done his homework. - I have 

tried to study, but under these conditions I can’t 

really concentrate. I asked why.  

Nowhere to study 

- There isn’t a room for me to study at home due 

to our living conditions being so poor. I could have 

passed that exam but I was so nervous that I 

couldn’t concentrate properly. If I don’t pass the 

exam this autumn then I am going to stop trying.  

If I pass, I will try to continue despite living in such 

conditions.  

So uncertain is the future of the Gypsy youth. Yet 

accusations are thrown our way and the question 

of why we are not like others regularly surfaces. 

Try to put yourself in the shoes of the Gypsy 

children and imagine having the start to life that 

they have had. In my opinion, the high school’s 

principal hasn’t put effort into examining the boy’s 

background. 

The other family was in the same situation. Half 

the children were forced to quit school half way 

through. Why?  

One of the family’s children received a certificate 

for having the best essay in five years. What will he 

do with this certificate after having had to leave 

school halfway through their education? 

When he is older, he will see the certificate that 

might be hanging in the corner of a wagon and 

think “If only I had the same opportunities as the 

white children, I could have been an author. They 

should have celebrated me at home for the 

certificate, then I could have applied to a school 

for higher education. But now I am still in 

elementary school, and in a year, I’ll find myself in 

this wagon again.” 

Can anyone do anything for this child? It is not 

enough to promise to speak and submit inquiries 

to the authorities. 

We need to act before the time for these children 

runs out. 

It is unnecessary to talk about how we don’t want 

to do anything, that we are one thing or another. 

Those who say such things say them because they 

have no conscience. They don’t want to help - they 

have no desire to. They try to keep us behind. But I 

can promise that won’t happen. We are tough and 

we can wait.  

I am sure that we don’t have long to wait before 

we find acceptance. The present-day indigenous 

people are so much kinder and knowledgeable 

that they realise it isn’t a question about the 

Gypsies but the entirety of society and its goal of 

keeping Finland on par with other cultural 

countries.   

The wrong opinion 

People have the completely wrong opinion that 

we should have received help by now. The truth is 

all possible acts of help have already been made, 

but every proposal gets put on a shelf. Many have 

not received actual help, most for many decades.  

The truth is that we need direct assistance. It 

doesn’t help us an ounce if gentlemen simply 

move papers from one shelf to another. 

Or if it is the case that one wants to start a paper 

war, the first thing we would like is the 

introduction of a law which prohibits the practice 



of racial discrimination and allows us to find work 

and a home without our skin colour affecting our 

possibilities. 

We would be happy if, at the very least, this could 

be achieved. It should be generally recognised that 

you cannot demand anything from us if these 

issues remain unchanged. What is most annoying 

and surprising to me is the number of researchers 

who have studied the Gypsies.  

The wrong image 

They have then written books that all begin the 

same; the Gypsies are nomads and so on. This 

research has created the wrong image of us. As a 

Gypsy I believe that this research would be the 

same if I were to know something about it.   

Still, I would always be able to say something 

about the situation, but would it be true? 

This is the way all research on the Gypsies is done. 

It is easy to put together an analysis on things that 

no one else knows to get one’s name in the 

newspaper. I think no one has negatively 

benefitted from being interested in us.  

Amateur Work 

The studies so far show that they have written 

about people who have analysed a few groups of 

Gypsies, then read someone else’s thesis, thus 

making it complete amateur work. As I said before, 

it should be high time that our problems are 

addressed by the rest of the country.  

I would like to particularly thank Finland’s 

Swedish-speaking community. From them we have 

found the most understanding and they were 

possibly the first to realise that the issue involves 

the entirety of Finland. There has been progress in 

all areas and I think that we all believe that 

together, we can rebuild our homeland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

To NP’s editorial 

Thank you to Veijo Baltzar for a wonderful article  

I want to give my thanks for that great article 

written by Gypsy Veijo Baltzar that was featured in 

Nya Pressen’s 6th of July edition.  

It gave all of us here at home a feeling of shame. It 

was so beautifully written, we hope that there will 

be more articles in the future from him. He writes 

so well and beautifully, it gave us a lot to think 

about.  

Thank you.  

“Four wives at home” 

There was a nice article in your newspaper on the 

6th of July. Those sorts of topics are interesting to 

read about. We think there should be more 

articles on such topics so we can teach ourselves 

to understand and help. We want more from Veijo 

Baltzar.  

T.L 

 


